Name: Ntuthuko Tsokodibane	

Age: 21

University: University of Pretoria

Where were you born? 
Soweto 

Where did you grow up?
Soweto 

Why did you choose to study economics? 
My sister advised me to study economics.  I had no aspirations of studying economics

What are you going to do with your prize?
Part of it I will give to a deserving student at Raucall who is struggling financially.  I will use the other part for investment purposes.

Why did you participate in the Budget Speech Competition?
The essay topic was given to us as an assignment and the lecturer decided to enter the good assignments into the competition.  I never had any intention of entering the competition 

How did you approach your research?
I tried to read as much as possible on what the theory suggests and why it works or not.  From the theoretical background I formulated my own hypothesis about the topic and tried to find empirical evidence that supported my hypothesis
 
Did you set yourself deadlines or did you work on the essay as and when you had time?
The essay was always on my mind, so I worked on it every day.  

What was the most challenging part of writing the essay?
Trying to make my essay as orthodox as possible was really challenging. Some of my policies were not conventional.

What advice do you have for this year’s contestants in the 2010 competition? 

Enjoy the experience of being an independent thinker.  There is no right or wrong answer, just know how to support your opinion.

What next? 
Finish my honours and hope to get into the masters programme.

Where do you see yourself in the next 5 years?
Finishing my PHD. 
