Name: Leshoka Masemola

Age: 22

University: Limpopo (Turfloop campus)

Where were you born? I was born at Manganeng village at Ga-Sekhukhune; approximately 128km’s from Polokwane city.
Where did you grow up? I have been at Manganeng for as long as I can remember; I guess ever since I was born.

Why did you choose to study economics? 
I think it is first because of my undying interest ever since I was first introduced to it. I believe I cannot do without it - I am so passionate about economics and I feel I have got what it takes to change many lives for the better through it.

What are you going to do with your prize?
 I will try to study for a Masters Program in Britain; Cambridge or Durham University as soon as I can finish all the logistical necessities; but having said that, I can also confirm that I am on the lookout for any decent career opportunity that may arise - be it in South Africa or beyond.

Why did you participate in the Budget Speech Competition? 
As a poor young man and an aspirant Economist, I saw it as a chance to really explore my ideas in Economics, to share my passion for Economics with other credible young men and women and to change my dire financial situation so that I could realize my dream of one day obtaining a PhD in Economics.

How did you approach your research?
 I have to admit that it was not ‘Touch and Go’; I really struggled at the first phase of drafting my essay - I had this thing in my mind that what if I go off the rails from the word go? But on the other hand I thank myself for really knuckling down to the basics like spending excruciating hours of hard work where I would read every published study that I could come across on the internet and libraries. In short, more and more reading of other Social Scientists research studies shaped the way forward for me. As for the body of my study itself, I don’t think I had any hindrances because I knew my story well and I believe I have one of the finest minds in Economics in South Africa. 


Did you set yourself deadlines or did you work on the essay as and when you had time? 
I tried to set deadlines but I did not totally honour them. The good thing about it though is that it allowed me even more time to actually polish what I would call “loose areas”.
What was the most challenging part of writing the essay? 
I don’t think most people will believe me, but in actual fact the only challenge I had was the start - having to framework how it will be structured and so forth; and as soon as that was ironed-out, I just had an “easy-riding” exercise really.

What advice do you have for this year’s contestants in the 2010 competition? 
I would say “only the sky is the limit” to them and let them build on this area of Economics because if we are to have a strong economy as a country we need to constantly shape-up our view to the functioning of the market economy so that it answers fairly and justly the question of equitable allocation of resources to the benefit of all. There are no better professionals at this than us “Economists”. 

What next? 
 I want to do my Masters program as soon as “Pre-Keynesian era”, I guess only Economists can understand that but on another equally  serious platform I want to launch or if better be in a joint Youth Leadership programme with the already existing ones, depending on common vision, mission, etc. I would like to appeal to both print and electronic media to come to the party in terms of helping out on that since I take prudently the former president’s Youth Leadership initiative/institute.

Where do you see yourself in the next 5 years?
I see myself being a true patron of accelerated development in South Africa, genuine development of the people and failing which I will not think I have done justice to my people – fellow South Africans.
